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Accuracy and content

As you conduct research on the web using a search engine, record the addresses of three sites that you are using for your research. For each site, record responses for the questions related to the validity and reliability of the site. 

· Site 1
· What is the site’s address? 

· How did you determine the accuracy of content located on the site? 

· What other sources did you use to verify information located on the site? 

· Site 2: 

· What is the site’s address? 

· How did you determine the accuracy of content located on the site? 

· What other sources did you use to verify information located on the site? 

· Site 3: 

· What is the site’s address? 

· How did you determine the accuracy of content located on the site? 

· What other sources did you use to verify information located on the site? 

Record your responses to the essential question: 

· How can I determine the accuracy of content on Internet sites?  

Wikipedia

Wikipedia is a web-based, community-written encyclopedia. It attempts to collect the “wisdom of crowds” by providing an always-editable resource. Anyone with information or expertise can contribute to articles in Wikipedia to help keep them up to date and information rich. The benefit of a tool like Wikipedia is that its contents are not developed by a single author or set of authors. In addition, there is no “final publication date,” thus helping to ensure that information is continuously updated. The challenge is that we must take into account the accuracy of the information.

When visiting Wikipedia, ask yourself these questions:

· Does the article appear to be complete, or are “chunks” of information missing?

· Does the article cite numerous sources from which the information was gathered?

· Are you able to validate this information from these sources or other sources that 
you trust?

· Is the article written in a neutral tone and free from bias, opinion, and subjectivity?

1. Choose a topic about which you have solid knowledge (such as your hometown, a famous athlete, or your high school), and search Wikipedia for that topic.
2. Read the entry; decide if you think the information is accurate. 
· What information is missing?  
· What information might be inaccurate? 
· How/where can you verify the accuracy or inaccuracy?  
3. Check the history of edits by viewing the History tab at the top of the article.
· When was the most recent edit, and what was changed at that time?   
· As you browse from edit to edit, watch for something significant that 
was added or deleted. Record your observations here. Why was the 
information changed?  

